
Ms. Fry’s Terrific Third Graders 
Brookside Elementary School       Friday, December 12, 2014 

 
 Hello everyone and happy Friday!  We have one more week of school until Christmas break!  Lot’s of fun 
things are happening in our classroom next week, and we’ll still be learning, too.  This week we took our Math MAP 
Test and WE ROCKED IT!!  So many students improved in their math scores.  The average student is supposed to go 
up 7 points from the fall test to the winter test, and many of our class went up 11 or more points!  Way to go!! 
 
 Here’s what we learned this week… 
In math, students learned to tell time to the minute and to figure out elapsed time (how much time 
has passed).  We also learned how to round numbers to the nearest ten and hundred.  In social 
studies, we started our regions unit.  We learned there are 5 regions in the US, and then we started 
learning about the Southeast region, which is where Kentucky is located.  In reading, students 
learned about cause and effect.  They combined reading and science and learned how urban sprawl 
is affecting wildlife.  We also helped out Scarlet (our Elf) and the North Pole fend off invaders by making marshmallow-
snowball cannons.  Students designed and built their cannons from rubber bands, spoons, candy canes, pipe cleaner, 
etc., then ran trials to see which could shoot a marshmallow the farthest.  In writing, we continued writing an 
informational piece about Thanksgiving.  Students planned their writing piece today. 
 
 Here’s what’s coming up next week… 
In math, students are retaking (if needed) their x3 and x4 fact quizzes on Monday.  Students have 3 minutes to 
complete 25 problems, but they should know their facts quicker.  Even if you’ve already passed certain facts – KEEP 
STUDYING THEM ALL YEAR!  We will also take our Unit 5 math test next week.  In social studies, students have a map 
quiz over the states in the Southeast region on Monday.  Both the math and social studies quizzes were assigned 
Wednesday, so students should have had plenty of time to study before the weekend.  There is no spelling next week. 
 
 Next week we have fun dress up days planned at Brookside.  Monday – Wacky Tacky Sweater Day;  
Tuesday – Holiday Sparkle (or Red/Green Day); Wednesday – Holiday Head to Toe (fun hats, outfits, and Christmas 
socks); Thursday – Holiday Hat Day; Friday – Red and Green Day.  However, remember that we are dressing up Friday 
for our Nutcracker field trip, so maybe look for a red or green fancy outfit to fit both themes? 
 

 On Friday, we have our Nutcracker Field Trip.  Permission slips and $5 was due today.  I 
want to thank every family who donated money to help out a child in need.  You were very generous 
this trip, and that helps all students be able to attend.  After the field trip is our Pot Luck Lunch!  
Students are responsible for bringing in a dish to share with the class (they’re very excited about 
carrots and broccoli – go figure!).  On Friday afternoon we will also open up our stockings, so you can 
bring in Stocking Stuffers any time next week.  

 
 Thanks to everyone who brought in items for the canned food 
drive.  We didn’t win the pizza party at school, but that’s okay because we 
helped others in need.  The Brookside Coat Drive is still going on until 
December 19th. 
 
 Don’t forget you can get on Lexia and IXL Math from home!  
Students should have both sites’ logins with them at home.  Please let me 
know if you need the information again.  
  
 I think we will have good weather next week, so keep those Snow 
Day Packets in a safe place until January.  Students will need them when 
school is called off. 

Congratulations to Liam, 
this week’s Leader of the 
Week.  Liam has worked 
hard to be a good leader 
for his classmates.  He 

tries his best in class and 
participates in math 

discussions.  Great job, 
Liam! 


